npfiE last twelve months have not been productive of much that is interesting in regard to disorders supposed to depend upon atmospherical causes. I shall therefore spare your readers the trouble of much minute monthly details, or tables of the weather and other phenomena. The whole year, excepting the greater part of last month (November) has been in a remarkable degree austere and unfriendly?the winter long and inclement, though not intensely cold?-spring ungenial and very late ?the summer passed away with not more than two or three hot days?and autumn was cold, wet and gloomy. Yet vegetation in general, especially the hardier kinds of it, although retarded in its progress, did not at any time appear to suffer materially. All sorts of fruit, however, ripened very imperfectly.
The year 1822 closed with violent winds, and harsh, though not very cold weather, most flowers and shrubs, and particularly evergreens, appearing more healthy and vigorous than usual. The heavy storm which had visited us pretty smartly about the middle of January this year, and which in the beginning of February prevailed so universally, was felt with peculiar severity in this part of the kingdom, to the distance of from thirty to sixty miles north and south of Newcastle. Up to the 10th of the month, there fell an uncommon quantity of snow, with violent wind from the north-east; and as the whole eastern part of Northumberland is low, flat and unsheltered, the snow became still more formidable from its drifting. For Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 9th December 1823.
